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To the Members of the Texas Music Educators Association,  
 

It is my pleasure to welcome you to today’s concert presented by the Westlake Jazz Ensemble. It is a huge 
honor to be selected to play at such a fabulous event in the area of fine arts. As the lone high school in 
the Eanes Independent School District in Austin, Texas, our band members, parents, and directors are 
exhilarated to be able to perform in San Antonio in the 100th Anniversary year of your prestigious 
organization. The Westlake Jazz Ensemble has clearly made its impact and impression on the music 
community in and outside of Austin.  
 

After attending just one rehearsal or performance, it is evident why the director and  
Jazz Ensemble members are being honored for their musical contributions. The commitment to daily 
excellence by students and teachers is truly a special sight at Westlake High School. The sounds of music 
that echo in the rehearsal hall and in the practice rooms are invigorating and truly illuminating for our 
students and staff. The skills of perseverance, attention to detail, importance of dedicated practice, and 
collaboration are lifelong skills that each student carries into any opportunity they may have in life. The 
commitment to each other in this process has been amazing as our students have been creative, 
thoughtful and driven in their approach to ensure all students could attain their musical goals.  
 
The Westlake Jazz Ensemble is under the leadership of Jana Robertson. As Jana’s former World History 
teacher at Westlake, this is an especially meaningful reward and recognition for me as she has taken a 
passion at her alma mater and made her contributions significant. Jana works with a great team of 
directors including the esteemed Kerry Taylor, Anna Saenz and Tyler Sammons. This team of music 
educators is truly phenomenal, and we hope you enjoy the Westlake Jazz Ensemble performance.  
 
On behalf of the Westlake faculty, community, and students, I would like to thank your group for our 
invitation to perform for you tonight. To be recognized by such an outstanding organization is a once in a 
lifetime memory that everyone will cherish as one of their special memories of Westlake High School. This 
performance affirms that all of their hard work and passion for music does pay dividends.  

 
 
 
 
 

Steve Ramsey        
Principal  
Westlake High School 
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January 27, 2020 
 
 
To the Texas Music Educators Association: 
 
 
Congratulations to the Westlake Jazz Ensemble and Director, Jana Robertson, for their 
remarkable achievement of being named the 2020 TMEA invited High School Jazz Ensemble. 
Westlake has 20 students who will be performing at this year’s 100th Anniversary of the Texas 
Music Educators Association convention in San Antonio, TX. 
 
We are proud of the amount of hard work and dedication our students and director have invested 
into their music. It is always fun to watch their success. 
 
Thank you to the TMEA members for giving our students an opportunity to showcase their 
musical talents with an international audience. This will be a performance they will remember 
for the rest of their lives.  
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
Tom Leonard, Ed.D. 
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February 14, 2020 
 
 
Dear Colleagues and Friends, 
 
The Eanes Independent School District is proud to be represented at the 2020 Texas Music 
Educators Association convention in San Antonio, TX by the Westlake High School Jazz Ensemble. 
The young men in this ensemble have shown an exceptional commitment to excellence and 
pursuit of artistry. 
 
At a time when many music departments in public school systems across the nation are fighting 
for funding, support, and even their existence, we in the Eanes Independent School District 
recognize the importance music plays in our students’ lives and development. As these students 
mature and move on in the world, their growth, nurtured and developed during their time in our 
music program, will bring creativity, collaboration and commitment to their continued education 
and work. We know their experiences in our music programs will enhance the skills necessary to 
be successful in their future endeavors. 
 
Under the leadership of Jana Robertson, the Westlake Jazz program has experienced an explosion 
of creativity, participation and performance excellence, exploring a wide range of genres, styles, 
and individual expression in an invigorating and encouraging classroom. We are proud to have 
Ms. Robertson as one of our most outstanding teachers in Eanes ISD and as a leader in Austin 
area band activities as well as the Westlake community.  
 
I hope you enjoy the performance, and I thank the TMEA Band Division for this opportunity to 
showcase the Westlake High School and Eanes ISD music program. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Kerry Taylor 
Fine Arts Director, Eanes Independent School District 
Past President, Texas Music Educators Association 
Vice President, American Bandmasters Association 

MR. KERRY TAYLOR
Eanes ISD Fine Arts Director

MR. STEVE RAMSEY
Westlake High School Principal

DR. TOM LEONARD
Eanes ISD Superintendent

GREG ABBOTT
Governor of Texas 
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ABOUT EANES ISD...
Located just west of downtown Austin, Texas, and spanning 31.2 square miles of scenic Texas Hill Country, the Eanes Indepen-
dent School District is perfectly situated to take advantage of everything Austin has to offer. Eanes ISD serves approximately 
8,000 students at nine schools: six elementary schools (grades K-5), two middle schools (grades 6-8), and one high school 
(9-12).

The tradition of excellence within all of our schools that exists today can be traced to the early days of education in the Eanes 
community, and the things that made these early schools successful – dedicated teachers, the support of involved parents, and 
students who responded to the high expectations of a rigorous academic program – are the same things that distinguish the 
Eanes Independent School District today.

POINTS OF PRIDE
• Eanes ISD and all nine campuses achieved the highest rating of “Met Standard” in state account ability ratings. Scores for   

  Eanes ISD and all its campuses significantly surpassed the minimum target score in all four categories.

• Eanes ISD nabbed top state and national rankings by research site Niche for 2019-20, including number one in the state and 

  11th in the nation. Eanes ISD was also named #2 for Best Places to Teach in Texas.

• The Eanes Education Foundation granted $2.5 million to Eanes ISD, which will fund 50 teachers and staff positions, and   

  support a leadership program for interested staff members.

• Westlake HS was named #1 comprehensive public high school in Texas by Niche.*

  * excludes magnets, charters and schools that require an admission process

• Westlake HS ranked 172 in the nation for science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) by Newsweek.

• The Class of 2019 includes 26 National Merit Finalists, 59 Commended Scholars, and 28 National     

  Hispanic Recognition Program Recipients.

• The Class of 2019 was offered scholarships totaling more than $13 million.

• The Class of 2019 had 99 percent accepted to admission at the college level.

• The Class of 2019 submitted 3,723 applications to 384 colleges.

• The Class of 2019 volunteered more than 31,000 hours in the community last year.

• Westlake has had a Presidential Scholar Candidate each of the past five years, including four candidates in 2019.

• Seven Westlake High School students notched perfect ACT scores in 2018-19.

• In 2019, Westlake High School had 21 students selected as All-State musicians by the Texas Music Educators Association   

  (TMEA), an honor that only the top three percent of musicians who initially audition achieve.

There are three ways to ultimate success:

The first way is to be KIND.

The Second way is to be KIND.

The third way is to be KIND.

-Fred Rogers

“KINDNESS for some comes naturally. Others wish KINDNESS was more prevalent in our 
modern times. I agree with those thoughts, but I would stress something much more important. 
The ability to show and practice KINDNESS is just one element of certain skills leading to the 
development of resiliency. Resiliency is defined as the ability to recover quickly from difficul-
ties. Disappointments and failures will happen in life, and our ability to respond in a healthy 
way and to pivot when necessary can be critical.” - Dr. Tom Leonard

AT THE START OF THE 2019-2020 SCHOOL YEAR, EANES ISD SUPERINTENDENT DR. TOM 

LEONARD SHARED THIS MESSAGE WITH THE EANES COMMUNITY... ‘BE KIND.’ 

#BeKind



TEXAS MUSIC EDUCATORS ASSOCIATION HONOR GROUPS

Westlake High School Class AA Honor Band, 1975

Westlake High School Class AAA Honor Band,, 1978

Westlake High School Class AAAA Honor Band,, 1982

Westlake High School Honor Full Orchestra, 2004

West Ridge Middle School Invited Choir, 2005

West Ridge Middle School Invited Choir, 2008

West Ridge Middle School Invited Choir, 2012

West Ridge Middle School Invited Choir, 2015

Hill Country Middle School Honor Full Orchestra, 2017

Westlake High School Invited Jazz Ensemble, 2020

MIDWEST BAND AND ORCHESTRA CLINIC PERFORMANCES

Westlake High School Symphonic Band, 1975

Hill Country Middle School Symphonic Band, 1998

Westlake High School Honors Band, 2002

Hill Country Middle School Symphonic Band. 2006 

Westlake High School Full Orchestra, 2008

West Ridge Middle School Wind Ensemble, 2012

Westlake High School Wind Ensemble, 2013

Hill Country Middle School Symphony Orchestra, 2017

JAPAN BAND DIRECTORS CLINIC

Westlake High School Symphonic Band, 1977

NATIONAL BAND ASSOCIATION CONVENTION

Westlake High School Symphonic Band, 1980

AMERICAN BANDMASTERS ASSOCIATION CONVENTION

Westlake High School Wind Ensemble, 2006

WESTERN INTERNATIONAL BAND CLINIC PERFORMANCES

West Ridge Middle School Wind Ensemble, 2008

West Ridge Middle School Wind Ensemble, 2014

Hill Country Symphonic Band, 2014

WORLD ASSOCIATION OF SYMPHONIC BANDS AND ENSEMBLES

Westlake High School Wind Ensemble, 2009 

NATIONAL CONCERT BAND FESTIVAL PERFORMANCES

Hill Country Middle School Symphonic Band, 2012

West Ridge Middle School Wind Ensemble, 2018

Hill Country Middle School Symphonic Band, 2020 

CARNEGIE HALL PERFORMANCES

Westlake High School Bands 2005

Westlake High School Bands 2009

Westlake High School Bands 2013

Westlake High School Bands 2019

ACDA HONOR CHOIR PERFORMANCES

West Ridge Middle School National Honor Choir, 2015

THE TOURNAMENT OF ROSES PARADE

Westlake Chaparral Marching Band, 2003

Westlake Chaparral Marching Band, 2017

JOHN PHILIP SOUSA SUDLER FLAG RECIPIENT

Westlake High School Band, 1999

JOHN PHILIP SOUSA SUDLER SHIELD RECIPIENT

Westlake High School Band, 2011

JOHN PHILIP SOUSA SUDLER CUP RECIPIENTS

West Ridge Middle School Band, 2013

EARL D. IRONS PROGRAM OF DISTINCTION AWARD

Westlake High School Band, 2016

EANES ISD SIGNIFICANT PERFORMANCES AND AWARDS



PROGRAM SELECTIONS

WHIRLY BIRD
Neal Hefti

FOE DESTROYER
Chris McQueen

ARBUTUS
Christine Jensen

OCLUPACA
Duke Ellington

L.O.L.
Migiwa Miyajima

DIRTY BIRDY
Tim Davies

(World Premiere)

SATIN DOLL
Duke Ellington, Billy Strayhorn, arr. Ben Roberts

(World Premiere)

THE FIRST CIRCLE
Pat Metheny, Lyle Mays, arr. Robert Curnow



Written by Westlake Band alumni Chris McQueen, “Foe Destroyer” is a fast, rock-based composition. “Foe Destroyer” features a variety of fun and unique 
features such as a shredding alto solo leading into a ripping sax soli, a rock guitar solo, and an impressive trumpet soli. “Foe Destroyer” was commissioned in 
2006 by the Westlake Jazz Ensemble under the direction of Glenn Fugett.  

Chris McQueen has been playing, writing, and recording music since 1994. He plays guitar in the 3-time Grammy award-winning band Snarky Puppy, as well 
as the gritty instrumental quartet Forq, and world music group Bokanté. He has also worked as sideman for Lizz Wright, Banda Magda, Lucy Woodward, Nikka 
Costa, Myron Butler & Levi, Alejandro Escovedo, and other artists in Texas and New York. He has been featured in several rock musicals over the last decade, 
most recently David Bowie’s Lazarus at New York Theatre Workshop (featuring Michael C. Hall) and The Rocky Horror Show at The Dallas Theater Center. He 
also designed and built “Guitar Note Atlas,” an app for iPhone and iPad to help guitar and bass students learn the fretboard.

Chris grew up in Austin, TX and started playing guitar and recording songs on a 4-track TASCAM around age 10. At 13 he joined RedHeaded Stepchild, a 
western swing kid band, and started gigging around Austin and learning how to solo from bandmate and guitar prodigy Will Knaak. This interest in improvisa-
tion led Chris to jazz; he joined and wrote for his high school jazz band, and later attended the University of North Texas to study with Fred Hamilton. 

Chris remained in the Dallas area for four years after college, co-leading the regionally popular rock band Oso Closo 
with singer/songwriter Adrian Hulet, and studying music with Bernard Wright and other members of the Dallas 
R&B/Jazz/Gospel scene. Oso Closo performed on stage in The Who’s Tommy at the Dallas Theater Center and 
released two albums. After Oso Closo broke up, Chris and fellow band member Danny Garcia joined with 
singer/songwriter Cade Sadler to form Foe Destroyer, which produced one album, toured for several years, 
and performed on stage in Dallas and NYC in the musical Fly By Night.

Chris lives in Austin, TX with his wife Erin. Aside from gigging and recording, he writes sheet music for 
Snarky Puppy and others, including arrangements and sounds for the new musical Bunkerville. 
He has also been working on an upcoming solo album, and he plays in an original acoustic 
guitar duo with fellow Austinite Matt Read that released its debut album Western Theatre last year. 
He has been producing videos for “Guitar Note Atlas,” which will be receiving a major 
update this year and finally be available for Android devices. 

- Compiled by Antonio Soltero
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“Whirly Bird,” written by Neal Hefti, was released on Count Basie’s The Atomic Mr. Basie album. This became one of the 
most famous and critically acclaimed albums of Count Basie’s career and is arguably one of the most famous big
band albums released to this day. This up-tempo swing chart features a tenor saxophone soloist, a drumset soloist, and of
course, is bookended with a classic Basie-style piano solo.

Neal Hefti is famous for writing themes like the Batman TV show theme song. He was also a prominent trumpet player. At one time he led a big band of his 
own, but he found much more success in composing for the Count Basie Band. The great Miles Davis thought that without Neal Hefti, the Basie band wouldn’t 
sound nearly as good, and if Neal Hefti didn’t have the Basie band playing his music, his music wouldn’t be nearly as popular.

Count Basie was born in Red Bank, New Jersey. He was a natural pianist at a young age and began practicing the art of improvisation to silent movies. He 
soon combined his talents with another local drum legend named Sonny Greer (later to become Duke Ellington’s drummer) to play his first gigs. Later on, Basie 
got an invitation to join Bennie Moten’s band.  After Moten’s death, the band quickly fell apart and was reformed by Basie into a new band called “Barons of 
Rhythm.” During a broadcast of his new band’s performance, the announcer decided to add some style to Basie’s name by calling him “Count Basie” which was 
quickly added to the name of the band. Basie’s band was soon famous for its use of two tenor saxophones instead of one, which he decided to place on the 
opposite ends of the alto saxes because Lester Young complained about Heschel Evans’ vibrato. After Basie reformed his band in the 1950s, he produced one 
of his most famous albums, The Atomic Mr. Basie.

- Compiled by Jeremiah Grace

PROGRAM NOTES*

WHIRLY BIRD, Neal Hefti

FOE DESTROYER, Chris McQueen (WHS Class of 2002)

*All program notes have been written/compiled by current Westlake Jazz Ensemble students



“Oclupaca” originally aired in 1972 on Duke Ellington’s album Latin American Suite.  In this piece, Ellington mixes elements of Latin jazz and classic big-band 
swing into one package, ultimately taking the audience on a dynamic adventure through this mysterious, yet celebratory story. His gift in forming complex melo-
dies and stories has left him as one of the most influential jazz musicians in history.  The Westlake Jazz Ensemble regularly programs Duke Ellington’s music.       

Born in Washington, D.C., Ellington was based in New York City from the mid-1920s onward and gained a national profile through his orchestra’s appearances 
at the Cotton Club in Harlem. In the 1930s, his orchestra toured in Europe. Although widely considered to have been a pivotal figure in the history of jazz, 
Ellington embraced the phrase “beyond category” as a liberating principle and referred to his music as part of the more general category of American Music 
rather than to a musical genre such as jazz.  

Duke Ellington is best remembered for the over 3000 songs that he composed during his lifetime. His best known titles include; “It Don’t Mean a Thing if It Ain’t 
Got That Swing,” “Sophisticated Lady,” “Mood Indigo,” “Solitude,” “In a Mellotone,” and “Satin Doll.” The most amazing part about Ellington was that he was most 
creative while he was on the road. It was during this time when he wrote his most famous piece, “Mood Indigo”which brought him world wide fame.

When asked what inspired him to write, Ellington replied, “My men and my race are the inspiration of my work. I try to catch 
the character and mood and feeling of my people.”

Duke Ellington’s popular compositions set the bar for generations of brilliant jazz, pop, theatre and soundtrack 
composers to come. While these compositions guarantee his greatness, what makes Duke an iconoclastic genius
and an unparalleled visionary, what has granted him immortality, are his extended suites. From 1943’s
Black, Brown and Beige to 1972’s The Uwis Suite, Duke used the suite format to give his jazz songs a 
far more empowering meaning, resonance and purpose: to exalt, mythologize and re-contextualize 
the African-American experience on a grand scale.

Duke Ellington was partial to giving brief verbal accounts of the moods his songs captured. 
Reading those accounts is like looking deep into the background of an old photo of New 
York and noticing the lost and almost unaccountable details that gave the city its 
character during Ellington’s heyday, which began in 1927 when his band made the 
Cotton Club its home. ‘’The memory of things gone,’’ Ellington once said, ‘’is important
to a jazz musician,’’ and the stories he sometimes told about his songs are the record
of those things gone. But what is gone returns, its pulse kicking, when Ellington’s music
plays, and never mind what past it is, for the music itself still 
carries us forward today.

- Compiled by Nick Acevedo
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“Arbutus,” by Christine Jensen, is a jazz rhapsody filled with rhythmic and thematic variations on a 
flowing musical course, spanning from the whisper of flutes to the blares of the backgrounds on the trumpet 
solo. With the saxophones doubling on different instruments and the trumpets experimenting with different mutes, 
the eclectic sounds of “Arbutus” create a vast array of themes, played in varying instrumentation. 
The alto-trumpet duet is soft and solemn, representing for us the end of the 4 years the two players have spent in the jazz 
ensemble together, and serves as a reflection of the roller coaster of a ride that has shaped the fraternity among the Westlake Jazz Ensemble members. “Arbu-
tus” displays the intimacies and the grandeur of big band music as an exploration of jazz’s capabilities with time and musicality.

Montreal-based saxophonist and composer Christine Jensen has been described as “an original voice on the international jazz scene… [and] one of Canada’s 
most compelling composers,” by Mark Miller of the Globe and Mail. According to Greg Buium of Downbeat Magazine, “Jensen writes in three dimensions, with 
a quiet kind of authority that makes the many elements cohere. Wayne Shorter, Maria Schneider and Kenny Wheeler come to mind.” After a performance at 
the 2006 Montreal International Jazz Festival, Scott Yanow wrote, “She’s rapidly developing into a major force … as a player and as a writer.”

As an adjudicator, clinician, and instructor at McGill, she is influencing the next generation of composers and players. In her travels abroad, she has shared her 
love of music and invaluable experience with young jazz enthusiasts around the world, from Norway to Peru, Turkey to Montreal, and back home on the West 
Coast. She has always been active in jazz education; leading clinics, workshops and adjudicating. 

- Compiled by Julian Alin

ARBUTUS, Christine Jensen

OCLUPACA, Duke Ellington



You may assume that L.O.L. stands for “laugh out loud” however, Miggy specifies it to mean “Lots of Love.”  The only way to create truly happy music is by 
incorporating genuine feelings of joy into the music, and in my opinion, Miggy does that perfectly in this piece.  The main theme is sure to make you smile, 
and the piano, trumpet and trombone soloists work to capture authentic feelings of happiness.  My favorite part of the day is when I walk into jazz class and 
play “L.O.L.” because it reminds me of how a little can change your day.

Migiwa “Miggy” Miyajima is an accomplished jazz composer and leader of the passionately swinging 17-piece Miggy Augmented Orchestra, which released 
its ArtistShare debut “Colorful” in 2018. With this group she brings her life experience to bear on music that evokes natural beauty, speaks to the overcoming 
of adversity and conveys a deep appreciation of our shared humanity.

Formerly an IT engineer and editor-in-chief of a travel magazine in Japan, the self-taught Miyajima devoted herself to music full-time in 2004, at age 30. 
She led her own Japanese big band, miggy+, until 2010, refining a compositional voice full of vitality and imagination. Along the way she became the 
Japanese representative of the famed Vanguard Jazz Orchestra (successor to the Thad Jones-Mel Lewis Orchestra), producing the 
band’s Japanese tours and serving as associate producer on the Grammy-nominated albums Forever Lasting: Live in Tokyo and 
Over Time: Music of Bob Brookmeyer. Her time with the VJO, until 2018, left a deep imprint on her own composing and her ideas 
about fostering Japan-U.S. cultural diplomacy. During her VJO tenure she also conducted workshops in Japan for over
 a thousand players of all ages.

After the 2011 Great East Japan Earthquake, Miyajima received a Japanese government scholarship and a 
Japan-U.S. Friendship Commission Fellowship, which helped her lay the groundwork for a move to the U.S. in 
2012. There she came under the wing of such life-changing mentors as Jim McNeely and Mike Holober, who 
watched hertake flight with her own Miggy Augmented Orchestra, bringing together rising stars and accomplished 
veterans in a radiant ensemble devoted to her complex, melodic and urgently swinging original music. Leading the 
band on “Colorful,” she reflects on her own experience as a woman from abroad, living in the U.S. at a time of 
political turmoil, pondering what a better world might look like. Showcasing the boundless gifts of her 
featured musicians, she seeks to highlight the unique “color” that all human beings contribute to society.

Miyajima returns to Japan two to three times per year, traveling extensively to conduct workshops 
and give back to her home country. She has been named one of 60 inaugural recipients of the 
Jerome Foundation’s Jerome Hill Artist Fellowships as well as a 2015 finalist for the BMI Charlie Parker 
Jazz Composition Prize. In 2018 she co-founded the New York Jazz Composers’ Mosaic, producing events 
that connect cultures from around the world. She has also served as associate producer and conductor
 of the Slide Hampton Big Band — Hampton has hailed her as “a hidden treasure of NYC.” She is the first 
Japanese big band leader to headline Birdland (in 2017) since the great Toshiko Akiyoshi in 2003.
 She continues to compose for other artists as well: Her composition “If I Were a Wind of Spring” is
 performed by the great Steve Wilson and Wilsonian’s Grain on Live in New York: The Vanguard Sessions.

- Compiled by Zach McCall
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“Dirty Birdy,” written by hollywood orchestrator, conductor, and composer Tim Davies is a new work commissioned 
by the Westlake Jazz Ensemble. You may recognize Tim Davies’ name from popular film credits.  This radical tune features
some earth shattering hip-hop beats, fat trombone licks and a killer tenor sax solo.  “Dirty Birdy” will be a personal favorite 
of mine for years to come.

Tim Davies is one of the busiest conductors and orchestrators in Hollywood. His film and TV credits include The Lego Movie 2, 
Ant-Man and the Wasp, Hotel Transylvania 3, Empire, La La Land, Minions, and Frozen. In addition, he has a wealth of video game 
credits under his belt, having orchestrated and conducted scores to Marvel’s Spider-Man, Call of Duty: Infinite Warfare, and multiple titles from the God of 
War, Infamous, Resistance, and Batman: Arkham series. He is also becoming known in the concert hall having conducted
Frozen: Live and Beauty and the Beast with the National Symphony Orchestra of Taiwan, and Pokemon: Symphonic Evolutions with the Baltimore
and San Diego Symphonies. In January 2018 Davies conducted the National Symphony Orchestra at the Kennedy Center in Washington, DC, for the first 
time, featuring his arrangements for Kenny ‘Babyface’ Edmonds.

The Babyface concert was the most recent in a string of collaborations with the NSO and the Kennedy Center that have included arranging and playing 
drums for the twentieth anniversary concert of NAS’ Illmatic, being lead arranger for Kendrick Lamar’s performance of “To Pimp a Butterfly,” and working on 
shows with artists Ledisi and Common. He has arranged for albums by chart-topping artists Amy Winehouse, Akon, Miguel, Cee Lo Green and for orches-
tras all over the world from the Los Angeles Philharmonic to frequent collaborations with The Netherlands’ Metropole Orkest. He plays drums and writes for 
his own group, the 18-piece Tim Davies Big Band, and received Grammy nominations for Best Instrumental Composition in 2010 and 2016. Davies has also 
worked as a composer, beginning with a collaboration with two-time Oscar winner Gustavo Santaolalla on the score to the Fox animated film The Book of 
Life. This was also the beginning of a relationship with producer/director Guillermo del Toro, which led to writing additional music for Crimson Peak and then 
creating the Grammy-nominated score for his TV show, Trollhunters, produced by Dreamworks Animation for Netflix. In 2013 he launched his orchestration 
blog www.debreved.com, which has since become an important resource for composers and orchestrators all over the world. Davies is on the board of Edu-
cation Through Music Los Angeles, helping provide music education for underprivileged children. He is represented by Columbia Artists Management, Inc.

- Compiled by Nate McCall

DIRTY BIRDY(World Premiere), Tim Davies

L.O.L., Migiwa Miyajima

PROGRAM NOTES*
*All program notes have been written/compiled by current Westlake Jazz Ensemble students



“The First Circle” by Pat Metheny was the very first chart that the 2019-2020 Westlake Jazz Ensemble read together way back in August when we were 
just beginning to piece this set together. The power and passion of this piece, as it progresses gracefully from a series of simple handclaps to its explosive and 
magical climax, takes one’s heart and soul on an unforgettable flight. In past years, Ms. Robertson has described Pat Metheny’s characteristic sound as “an 
experience.”  The Westlake Jazz ensemble has really enjoyed traveling through the various sections of this piece to create our ultimate experience.

Pat Metheny was born in Kansas City on August 12, 1954 into a musical family. Starting on trumpet at the age of 8, Metheny switched to guitar at age 12. By 
the age of 15, he was working regularly with the best jazz musicians in Kansas City, receiving valuable on-the-bandstand experience at an unusually young 
age. Metheny first burst onto the international jazz scene in 1974. Over the course of his three-year stint with vibraphone great Gary Burton, the young Mis-
souri native already displayed his soon-to-become trademarked playing style, which blended the loose and flexible articulation customarily reserved for horn 
players with an advanced rhythmic and harmonic sensibility - a way of playing and improvising that was modern in conception but grounded deeply in the 
jazz tradition of melody, swing, and the blues. With the release of his first album, Bright Size Life (1975), he reinvented the traditional “jazz guitar” 
sound for a new generation of players. Throughout his career, Pat Metheny has continued to re-define the genre by utilizing new 
technology and constantly working to evolve the improvisational and sonic potential of his instrument. Metheny’s versatility
is almost nearly without peer on any instrument. Over the years, he has performed with artists as diverse as Steve Reich 
to Ornette Coleman to Herbie Hancock to Jim Hall to Milton Nascimento to David Bowie.  

As well as being an accomplished musician, Metheny has also participated in the academic arena as 
a music educator. At 18, he was the youngest teacher ever at the University of Miami. At 19, he 
became the youngest teacher ever at the Berklee College of Music, where he also received an 
honorary doctorate more than twenty years later (1996). He has also taught music workshops
 all over the world, from the Dutch Royal Conservatory to the Thelonius Monk Institute of Jazz to clinics 
in Asia and South America. He has also been a true musical pioneer in the realm of electronic 
music, and was one of the very first jazz musicians to treat the synthesizer as a serious musical instrument. 
Years before the invention of MIDI technology, Metheny was using the Synclavier as a composing 
tool. He has also been instrumental in the development of several new kinds of guitars such 
as the soprano acoustic guitar, the 42-string Pikasso guitar, Ibanez’s PM-100 jazz guitar, 
and a variety of other custom instruments.  He took the whole instrument development 
process into a different level with his mechanical, solenoid driven Orchestrion. Metheny’s 
body of work includes compositions for solo guitar, small ensembles, electric and acoustic 
instruments, large orchestras, and ballet pieces, with settings ranging from modern jazz 
to rock to classical.

- Compiled by Neal Muppidi
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“Satin Doll,” written by Duke Ellington and Billy Strayhorn in 1953, is considered to be one of the most 
popular Duke Ellington charts ever recorded.  Back in 2018, the Westlake Jazz Ensemble performed an arrangement 
of “Satin Doll” at the Eanes ISD Convocation at the request of Superintendent Dr. Tom Leonard.  It was then 
that we learned that this piece was one of Dr. Leonard’s favorites.  Our students have had the opportunity on multiple occasions 
to perform with Dr. Leonard, who happens to be an amateur pianist and tenor saxophonist.  Dr. Leonard is a great supporter of all programs in 
Eanes ISD and his passion for music and jazz is a unique link that we feel very fortunate to share.  The Westlake Jazz Ensemble commissioned 
this arrangement of “Satin Doll” in honor of our special connection with our Superintendent.
 
Benjamin Roberts is a proud Chap Jazz alumnus (WHS Class of ‘17), and currently studies music education at Northwestern University (Class of ‘21).  
In addition to pursuing a teaching certification, Ben works professionally in musical theater as an actor and a musician. He has provided orchestrations, 
arrangements, and music prep services for productions in New York City, Los Angeles, Chicago, and Austin. Go Chaps! Go Cats!

SATIN DOLL (World Premiere), Ellington, Strayhorn, 
     arranged by Benjamin Roberts (WHS Class of 2017)

THE FIRST CIRCLE, Pat Metheny & Lyle Mays, arranged by Robert Curnow







CONDUCTORS

JOE MORALES, Guest Conductor, Jazz Clinician in Residence

JANA ROBERTSON, Assistant Band Director, Director of Jazz

Jana Robertson is in her eighth year as a music educator and her fifth year as the Assistant Band Director at Westlake High School in 
Austin, Texas.  Her duties at Westlake include leading the Chap Jazz program, teaching multiple concert ensembles, assisting with the 
Marching Band, conducting the Philharmonic Orchestra, overseeing the colorguard program, and all program branding. Ms. Robert-
son began her musical studies in Eanes ISD as a sixth grade saxophone student and graduated from Westlake High School in 2008.  
Jana is proud to be a part of the many Westlake Alumni who return to serve the Eanes ISD community.

Ms. Robertson holds a Bachelor of Music Education Degree from Louisiana State University in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. While at LSU, she 
performed as a member of the Golden Band from Tigerland, the LSU Jazz Ensemble, and each of the LSU concert ensembles. Geaux 
Tigers! She is currently pursuing her Masters in Music Education Degree from Texas Tech University in Lubbock, Texas.

Under Ms. Robertson’s direction, The Westlake Jazz Ensemble has developed a reputation for playing music from a multitude of genres, 
traditional to avant-garde, consistently earning top honors at contests and festivals.  At these festivals, Westlake jazz students are 
frequently recognized as outstanding musicians, many of whom go on to pursue careers in music. Jana’s passion for big band was 
fostered under the direction of Mr. Glenn Fugett (Westlake High School) and Dr. Brian Shaw (Louisiana State University).  She attributes 
her love for this idiom to the variety of outstanding literature performed by these ensembles as well as the lifelong friendships that 
inevitably result from playing great music with great people.

Ms. Robertson is an active member of TMEA and currently serves as the Region 32 Jazz coordinator. She enjoys visiting and working 
with many programs across the state of Texas. In addition to her work as a concert band clinician, she serves as a clinician for middle 
school, high school, and TMEA Region jazz ensembles.

Before returning to Westlake, Ms. Robertson was the Associate Director of Bands at Shoemaker High School in Killeen ISD. Ms. Robert-
son resides in Austin, Texas with her beautiful fluffy goddess with tiny legs, Meredith-Blake the goldendoodle. 

Joe Morales lives and breathes jazz improvisation but his main love is teaching kids a love of jazz that will last their lifetimes. Joe lives 
in Austin, Texas and is a recording session player, arranger, producer, composer, performer and music teacher. Grammy award-win-
ning drummer Ernie Durawa was quoted in the Austin Chronicle as saying “Joe Morales has more soul in his pinky finger than most 
people have in their whole body.” After graduating from St. Joseph’s Academy in Brownsville, Joe attended Southwest Texas State 
University on a music scholarship, where he became interested in opera. He went on to study voice and composition at Corpus Christi 
State University. It was there that he worked with composer Lawrence Weiner and formed in his first jazz quartet with famed drummer 
A.D. Mannion. Shortly after, Joe taught as a band director in Corpus Christi Texas before moving to Austin to pursue a career as a 
performing musician. 

Joe has worked with world renown bands and artists of all genres, and has recorded on many regional, national,and international 
commercials, developing a special niche in vocals for both English and Spanish-speaking markets. Joe has recorded on many albums 
with artists such, as Linda Rondstadt, John Hyatt, Flaco Jimenez, Stephen Stills, Texas Tornadoes, Freddie Fender and many more. Joe 
received a Grammy Plaque for his work in arranging and performing on an award-winning song on a Flaco Jimenez CD. For thirteen 
years Joe travelled with the popular band Duck Soup, during which time he performed with such national greats as Glen Campbell, 
Vince Gill, Amy Grant, The Mavericks, Bob Seger, Clay Walker, and Tobi Keith. In addition to his performing work, Joe has taught in 
schools and privately for the past 40 years in the Austin area. He received the “Joe Morales Day” award in 1993 from Mayor Bruce 
Todd in recognition of his outstanding contribution to the community through his musicianship, and was one of the founders of the 
Austin School of Music’s summer Jazz Camp for children. Joe holds a monthly residency (Saturdays) at the world famous Elephant 
Room. Joe owns The Austin Jazz Club which meets every Sunday and is open to kids from all schools in the Austin area. ThrougH 
his affiliation with the Westlake High School Jazz program as the resident jazz clinician, Joe has brought world renown acts to help 
build the jazz program and has broadened the interest in the jazz band program throughout the Eanes school district. He is also the 
resident clinician at McAllum H.S.of The performing Arts. 

Joe: *was one of the artists chosen to perform at two Presidential inaugurations. *was a 2003 guest of the Austin symphony. *was 
hired in 2004 by Riverbend Church as a featured soloist on rotation as both a singer and saxophonist. *become involved in 2005 
in the music ministry movement. *has continued to perform as an entertainer for fortune 500 hundred companies *was a Featured 
performer with the Austin Pops in 2007. *received the A.D. Mannion award for achievements in and around the Austin music com-
munity. *was chosen in 2008 as an all-star member of the Long Center house band which headlined the gala and grand opening 
of the Long Center. *wrote a trombone etude in 2009 which was chosen for the All-State competition etudes for the Jazz all-state 
competition. *composes music for church choirs and offers clinics all over Texas. *continues to write jingles for radio and television. *is 
well known for his volunteer work raising money for charities, schools, and churches. *was given high marks in an issue of the national 
guitar player magazine about a couple of flute and sax solos he did with the legendary Matt Smith. *wrote a piece for gospel choir 
and alto sax; well known jazz artist Donald Harrisson performed it live at a local Jazz Festival. *did a concert with guitarist Russell 
Malone. *has privately instructed at least 30 all-state musicians and countless more region band qualifiers in both jazz and classical 
fields on many different instruments including voice. *played with Bruce Sringsteen at the Austin Music Awards. *made a cameo 
appearance in the highly acclaimed Christmas movie starring, Harry Connick Jr. *was mentioned, along with a description of his 
teaching style, in a book called SMART CHANGE by Dr. Arthur Markman.  

In 2017 Joe arranged a chorale jazz gospel piece for Dianne Schuur(Deedles) and has performed with Ernie Watts, and Tom Scott 
in the last couple of years. Joe is the co-chair of Jazz at St. James, one of the longest running Jazz Festivals in Texas. Joe’s now leads 
a band called Saxtravaganza comprised of incredible saxophonists Joey Collerruso, Steven Vague, and Russel Remmington, with the 
Ernie Durawa Rhythm section. Most important of all as an educator Joe has experienced great joy seeing his ex-students evolve into 
amazing performers and educators. Ms. Jana Robertson is a prime example of this beautiful reality. Joe quotes,”I’m so honored to still 
be working by her side, she is a teacher with purpose.”
 



WESTLAKE DIRECTORS

KERRY TAYLOR, EISD Fine Arts Director, Director of Bands

TYLER SAMMONS, Assistant Band Director, Director of Percussion

ANNA SAENZ, Assistant Band Director

ANDREW POTTER, Director of Orchestras

Kerry Taylor currently serves as Director of Bands for Westlake High School and Fine Arts Director of Eanes ISD. Mr. Taylor is in his 38th year as a 
band director in Texas public schools. He holds a BMus.Ed. degree and a M.Mus. degree, both from the University of Texas at Austin.

Under Mr. Taylor’s direction, the Westlake Band has won or placed highly in numerous concert band and marching festivals, including 30 consecutive 
UIL Sweepstakes Awards. The Westlake Wind Ensemble has performed twice at the Midwest Clinic in Chicago, three times in Carnegie Hall and once 
for the American Bandmasters Association and the World Association of Symphonic Bands and Ensembles. In 1999, the John Philip Sousa Founda-
tion presented the Westlake Band with the “Sudler Flag of Honor” for excellence in concert band and in 2011 the “Sudler Shield” for marching band 
excellence. The Westlake Chaparral Marching Band has performed twice (2003 and 2017) in the Tournament of Roses Parade in Pasadena. In 2017, 
the Westlake program was recognized by Phi Beta Mu International Band Fraternity as a “Program of Distinction.”

Mr. Taylor is active as a clinician and adjudicator in Texas and across the US. He is a Past-President of the Texas Music Educators Association and 
currently serves as Vice President for the American Bandmasters Association.  He has been recognized by the University Interscholastic League with 
the Sponsor of Excellence Award, the John Philip Sousa Foundation as a Legion of Honor Laureate and the Texas Bandmasters Association with the 
Meritorious Achievement Award for Outstanding Contribution to Music Education. He and his wife Valerie, a Humanities Instructional Partner at West-
lake HS, are the proud parents of two sons; Brian, a Masters Candidate at Michigan State University and Sean, a recent graduate of the University of 
Dallas.

Tyler Sammons is the Percussion Director and Assistant Band Director at Westlake High School in Austin, Texas. Originally from nearby Seguin, Texas, he 
graduated in 2011 from the University of North Texas with a degree in percussion performance and music theory. Since then, he has taught at several 
schools across the country, including Marian Catholic High School (IL), Hebron High School (TX), Prosper High School (TX)  and LD Bell High School 
(TX). In the fall of 2016, Mr. Sammons opened Tom Glenn High School in Leander, Texas. 

Mr. Sammons is heavily involved in the drum and bugle corps (DCI) activity, having served as a member of the percussion staff for Santa Clara 
Vanguard Drum and Bugle Corps since the 2012 season . Santa Clara Vanguard won the Fred Sanford Award for best percussion in 2014, 2016, 
2017, 2018 and 2019, was the DCI silver medalist in 2017, and was the DCI World Champion in 2018. Tyler also serves on the design teams as the 
percussion designer for the Guardians Drum and Bugle Corps (TX), Music City Drum and Bugle Corps (TN), and high school band programs across the 
country. 
 
Prior to teaching at Vanguard, he was on the percussion staff of the Boston Crusaders Drum and Bugle Corps in 2011, and was a marching member 
of the Crossmen (TX) and Phantom Regiment (IL), capturing the DCI world championship with the Phantom Regiment in 2008, and the Fred Sanford 
award for best percussion in 2008 and 2010. He is also a former member of the Dallas Cowboys drumline. Mr. Sammons is an active arranger, 
clinician and adjudicator in the marching arts, and is a proud Innovative Percussion and REMO artist. 

Anna Saenz is serving her fourth year as an Assistant Band Director at Westlake High School in the Eanes Independent School District. Mrs. Saenz 
instructs the Chaparral Marching Band, directs the Symphonic Winds and Concert Band, and assists with the Westlake High School Symphony Orches-
tra. Before teaching at Westlake, Mrs. Saenz was the Assistant Band Director at Connally High School in Pflugerville ISD from 2003 to 2014.
 
Mrs. Saenz’s passion for working with young musicians and student leaders extends into the summers with SASI- The Leadership People, an organization 
of which she has been a staff member since 2006.
 
Mrs. Saenz received her Master’s in Conducting with Dr. Sarah McKoin at Texas Tech University, and her Bachelor’s in Music Education from Texas State 
University.

Andrew Potter earned his Bachelor’s Degrees of Music Education and Music Performance from Michigan State University in 2010. While at MSU, he 
studied with bass professor Jack Budrow, and performed with the Symphony Orchestra and Wind Symphony. In 2017 he earned a Master’s in Sec-
ondary Education from Texas State University as part of the Partnership for Teacher Excellence Program, sponsored by the Eanes Education Foundation.

Mr. Potter has been teaching at Westlake High School since 2014. During his time at WHS, Mr. Potter’s groups have consistently earned UIL Sweepstakes 
awards and he has helped numerous students earn spots in the highly competitive TMEA All-State Orchestras.

Prior to teaching at Westlake High School, Mr. Potter started his career at LBJ/LASA High School, where he grew the orchestra program from 54 
students to over 120. While at LBJ/LASA, all of his orchestras consistently earned Sweepstakes awards from UIL competitions, and in 2012 won a na-
tional competition at Carnegie Hall in New York City. He frequently judges UIL and TMEA events, and has been a guest clinician throughout Central 
Texas.

Mr. Potter is also a freelance double bass player in the Austin Area, and maintains a studio of private bass students.

When not teaching or performing, Mr. Potter spends time riding his bike and raising chickens in his backyard.



THE CHAPARRAL

Since 1969, Westlake High School has claimed the 

Chaparral as their mighty mascot.  Chaparrals, also known as 

roadrunners, are fast-running ground birds with long tails and 

crests. They are found in the southwestern and south-central 

United States and Mexico, usually in the desert. Some have 

been clocked at 20 miles per hour while a few have been 

clocked up to 27 miles per hour.  It’s quite common to spot a 

Chaparral racing around the beautiful Westlake hill country. 

Photo by Trudy W
alden



EANES MIDDLE SCHOOL BAND STAFF

KRISTIN HAMES
Director of Bands

Hill Country Middle School

CHARLES FISCHER
Assistant Band Director

Hill Country Middle School

ALANNA TATE
Director of Bands

West Ridge Middle School

TAYLOR LAPRAIRIE
Assistant Band Director

West Ridge Middle School

ADDITIONAL BAND STAFF WESTLAKE PRIVATE LESSON STAFF

ALISON BAKER, Flute

BECKY CURTIS, Flute

JORDAN DALE, Oboe

DANIEL CHRISMAN, Bassoon

NICHOLAS COUNCILOR, Clarinet

BYRON GIFFORD, Clarinet

JESS VOIGT PAGE, Saxophone

JIM DEBTH, Trumpet

MIKE PICCIONE, Trumpet

BRETT KROENING, Horn

BRANDON GONZALES, Trombone

BRENDA SANSIG-SALAS, Trombone

NICHOLAS BELTCHEV, Tuba/Euphonium

KEVIN FENSKE, Tuba/Euphonium

DAVID SAAD, Percussion

JOHN SCHEXNAYDER, Percussion

RALEIGH TAYLOR
Eanes ISD Fine Arts

Administrative Assistant

ANDREW BARBERI
Color Guard Director



NICK ACEVEDO
TRUMPET

Class of 2020

4th year in The Westlake Jazz Ensemble

Favorite chart performed as a member of the Westlake Jazz 
Ensemble: “Pegasus” by Stan Kenton

Hopes to study Political Science and continue to play the 
trumpet.

JULIAN ALIN
ALTO SAXOPHONE

Class of 2020

4th year in The Westlake Jazz Ensemble

Favorite chart performed as a member of the Westlake Jazz 
Ensemble: “Struttin’ with Some Barbecue” by Louis Armstrong, arr. 
Mike Tomaro

Hopes to study International Relations.

IAIN COLMAN
TROMBONE

Class of 2020

3rd year in The Westlake Jazz Ensemble

Favorite chart performed as a member of the Westlake Jazz 
Ensemble: “It’s Just Talk” by Pat Metheny, arr. Bob Curnow

Hopes to continue to play trombone and attend college.

THOMAS GOLDSTEIN
BASS

Class of 2020

2nd year in The Westlake Jazz Ensemble

Favorite chart performed as a member of the Westlake Jazz 
Ensemble: “Minuano 6/8” by Pat Metheny, arr. John Mills

Hopes to study Foreign Service.

NICK JOSEPH
ALTO SAXOPHONE

Class of 2020

2nd year in The Westlake Jazz Ensemble

Favorite chart performed as a member of the Westlake Jazz 
Ensemble: “Besame Mucho” by Consuelo Velazquez, arr. Reggie 
Watkins (Performed with guest artist Diane Schuur in May of 
2019)

Hopes to study Electrical Engineering.

NEAL MUPPIDI
TROMBONE

Class of 2020

2nd year in The Westlake Jazz Ensemble

Favorite chart performed as a member of the Westlake Jazz 
Ensemble: “Sweet Georgia Brown” by Bernie and Pinkard, arr. Billy 
May (Performed with guest artist Diane Schuur in May of 2019)

Hopes to study Physics and Trombone Performance.

KRISHAN MALHOTRA
TRUMPET

Class of 2020

1st year in the Westlake Jazz Ensemble

Favorite chart performed as a member of the Westlake Jazz 
Ensemble:  “Foe Destroyer” by Chris McQueen

Hopes to study Engineering and continue playing in a jazz 
ensemble.

HUNTER NYHUIS
PIANO

Class of 2020

2nd year in The Westlake Jazz Ensemble

Favorite chart performed as a member of the Westlake Jazz 
Ensemble: “L.O.L.” by Migiwa Miyajima

Hopes to study Jazz Piano and Business.

ANTONIO SOLTERO
GUITAR

Class of 2020

3rd year in The Westlake Jazz Ensemble

Favorite chart performed as a member of the Westlake Jazz 
Ensemble: “Counting to Infinity” by Tim Davies

Hopes to study Music Education.

DAVID WEBBER
DRUMS

Class of 2020

3rd year in The Westlake Jazz Ensemble

Favorite chart performed as a member of the Westlake Jazz 
Ensemble: “Cubauza” by  Michael Philip Mossman

Hopes to study Music Education.

THE 2019-2020 WESTLAKE JAZZ ENSEMBLE



JACKSON WHITE
TENOR SAXOPHONE

Class of 2020

3rd year in The Westlake Jazz Ensemble

Favorite chart performed as a member of the Westlake Jazz 
Ensemble: “Pyramid” by Duke Ellington

Hopes to study Writing and Photo Journalism.

JEREMIAH GRACE
DRUMS

Class of 2021

3rd year in The Westlake Jazz Ensemble

Favorite chart performed as a member of the Westlake Jazz 
Ensemble: “Big Dipper” by Thad Jones

Hopes to study Music Performance.

ASIR HUSSAIN
TRUMPET

Class of 2021

3rd year in The Westlake Jazz Ensemble

Favorite chart performed as a member of the Westlake Jazz 
Ensemble: “Such Sweet Thunder” by Duke Ellington

Hopes to continue playing trumpet and go to college.

TY LITTLE
TRUMPET

Class of 2021

3rd year in The Westlake Jazz Ensemble

Favorite chart performed as a member of the Westlake Jazz 
Ensemble: “Blacknail” by Tim Davies

Hopes to study Chemical Engineering.

ZACH MCCALL
TROMBONE

Class of 2021

3rd year in The Westlake Jazz Ensemble

Favorite chart performed as a member of the Westlake Jazz 
Ensemble: “Just Friends” by John Klenner, arr. Richard Evans 
(Performed with guest artist Diane Schuur in May of 2019)

Hopes to study Music and continue to play jazz.

REED GRAHAM 
HENDRICKSON

TROMBONE

Class of 2022

1st year in The Westlake Jazz Ensemble

Favorite chart performed as a member of the Westlake Jazz 
Ensemble: “Whirly Bird” by Neal Hefti

Hopes to study Architectural Design.

NATE MCCALL
BARITONE SAXOPHONE

Class of 2022

1st year in The Westlake Jazz Ensemble

Favorite chart performed as a member of the Westlake Jazz 
Ensemble: “Dirty Birdy” by Tim Davies

Hopes to study Architectural Design and Jazz.

IAN OLIVER
TENOR SAXOPHONE

Class of 2022

2nd year in The Westlake Jazz Ensemble

Favorite chart performed as a member of the Westlake Jazz 
Ensemble: “Minuano 6/8” by Pat Metheny arr. John Mills

Hopes to study Jazz Saxophone.

QUENTIN SCHAEFER
TRUMPET

Class of 2022

1st year in The Westlake Jazz Ensemble

Favorite chart performed as a member of the Westlake Jazz 
Ensemble: “Arbutus” by Christine Jensen

Hopes to study Music Education and Music Composition.

ETHEN SIMS
TRUMPET

Class of 2022

1st year in The Westlake Jazz Ensemble

Favorite chart performed as a member of the Westlake Jazz 
Ensemble: “The First Circle” by Pat Metheny, arr. Bob Curnow

Hopes to study Sports Marketing.

THE 2019-2020 WESTLAKE JAZZ ENSEMBLE



THE WESTLAKE BAND PROGRAM

The band program in Eanes ISD is made up of the Hill Country and West Ridge middle school bands (grades 6-8) as well as the Westlake High School band The band program in Eanes ISD is made up of the Hill Country and West Ridge middle school bands (grades 6-8) as well as the Westlake High School band 

(9-12).  Band students in Eanes ISD start their musical journey in the 6th grade like-instrument beginner classes that meet during school. Each beginner class is (9-12).  Band students in Eanes ISD start their musical journey in the 6th grade like-instrument beginner classes that meet during school. Each beginner class is 

taught by one of that school’s two full-time band directors or a specifically-assigned specialist. In 7th and 8th grades, middle school band students are seated taught by one of that school’s two full-time band directors or a specifically-assigned specialist. In 7th and 8th grades, middle school band students are seated 

in one of two or three concert bands that meet during each school day as well. In these concert ensembles, students perform as many as five concerts per in one of two or three concert bands that meet during each school day as well. In these concert ensembles, students perform as many as five concerts per 

year. Simultaneously, Eanes middle school students compete in the Texas Music Educators Association Region Band Auditions as well as University Interscholastic year. Simultaneously, Eanes middle school students compete in the Texas Music Educators Association Region Band Auditions as well as University Interscholastic 

League Concert and Sightreading Evaluations and  the EISD Solo & Ensemble contest. Eanes middle school students can also participate and perform in jazz League Concert and Sightreading Evaluations and  the EISD Solo & Ensemble contest. Eanes middle school students can also participate and perform in jazz 

band classes during the day and after school, and pep band performances at school sporting events.band classes during the day and after school, and pep band performances at school sporting events.

In the fall semester at Westlake High School, all students are involved marching band activites.  The Chaparral Marching Band is one of the most visible In the fall semester at Westlake High School, all students are involved marching band activites.  The Chaparral Marching Band is one of the most visible 

organization on campus, boasting an annual membership of 250+ students.  Band members compete at UIL and Bands of America (BOA) competitions. During organization on campus, boasting an annual membership of 250+ students.  Band members compete at UIL and Bands of America (BOA) competitions. During 

the fall semester students are separated into daily classes by grade or ability level and instrumentation: wind ensemble, freshman band, intermediate brass, in-the fall semester students are separated into daily classes by grade or ability level and instrumentation: wind ensemble, freshman band, intermediate brass, in-

termediate woodwinds, battery percussion, and front ensemble. While the majority of rehearsal time is spent perfecting the music and movement of the marching termediate woodwinds, battery percussion, and front ensemble. While the majority of rehearsal time is spent perfecting the music and movement of the marching 

band, there is significant time dedicated to musical fundamentals, TMEA All-State audition etudes, and concert repertoire. band, there is significant time dedicated to musical fundamentals, TMEA All-State audition etudes, and concert repertoire. 

During the spring semester students are placed in one of four concert bands: the Wind Ensemble, Symphonic Winds, Symphonic Band, or Concert Band. These During the spring semester students are placed in one of four concert bands: the Wind Ensemble, Symphonic Winds, Symphonic Band, or Concert Band. These 

four groups meet each day during school. All four ensembles perform three concerts in the spring semester and perform at UIL Concert and Sightreading four groups meet each day during school. All four ensembles perform three concerts in the spring semester and perform at UIL Concert and Sightreading 

Evaluation. Most Westlake Band students perform in the UIL Solo & Ensemble contest at this time as well. Many of these band students are also members of Evaluation. Most Westlake Band students perform in the UIL Solo & Ensemble contest at this time as well. Many of these band students are also members of 

the two full orchestras that meet after school beginning in January.  Both full orchestras perform one concert together and participate in the UIL Concert and the two full orchestras that meet after school beginning in January.  Both full orchestras perform one concert together and participate in the UIL Concert and 

Sightreading Evaluation. Sightreading Evaluation. 

The Jazz Department at Westlake High School features two big bands: The Chap Jazz Club and the Westlake Jazz Ensemble.  These ensembles focus on the The Jazz Department at Westlake High School features two big bands: The Chap Jazz Club and the Westlake Jazz Ensemble.  These ensembles focus on the 

study and performance of jazz and modern music and are comprised of musicians from all grade levels.  Students in these ensembles are in one or more of study and performance of jazz and modern music and are comprised of musicians from all grade levels.  Students in these ensembles are in one or more of 

the Music Department’s parent organizations (band, choir, or orchestra).  the Music Department’s parent organizations (band, choir, or orchestra).  

The Chap Jazz Club meets after school from January through the end of the school year.  Membership is open to all Westlake music students.  Students in the The Chap Jazz Club meets after school from January through the end of the school year.  Membership is open to all Westlake music students.  Students in the 

Chap Jazz Club work towards learning basic jazz vocabulary, styles and improvisation skills.  This group performs at the annual Chap Jazz Concert in May.Chap Jazz Club work towards learning basic jazz vocabulary, styles and improvisation skills.  This group performs at the annual Chap Jazz Concert in May.

The Westlake Jazz Ensemble meets year-round during the school day.  Membership is by individual audition in the Spring Semester.  The Ensemble focuses The Westlake Jazz Ensemble meets year-round during the school day.  Membership is by individual audition in the Spring Semester.  The Ensemble focuses 

primarily on continuing the development of advanced skills needed to perform many different styles of music at a high level.  The Jazz Ensemble performs at primarily on continuing the development of advanced skills needed to perform many different styles of music at a high level.  The Jazz Ensemble performs at 

school concerts, festivals, and multiple events in the community.school concerts, festivals, and multiple events in the community.

Other music course offerings at Westlake High School include Choir, Orchestra, AP Music Theory, Beginning Guitar, and Applied Music, a class designed to Other music course offerings at Westlake High School include Choir, Orchestra, AP Music Theory, Beginning Guitar, and Applied Music, a class designed to 

foster the musical achievement of students on an individual level through instructional guidance and self-critique.foster the musical achievement of students on an individual level through instructional guidance and self-critique.

Eanes band students could not be musically successful without the contribution of our private lesson staff. Both middle school campuses and the high school host Eanes band students could not be musically successful without the contribution of our private lesson staff. Both middle school campuses and the high school host 

private studio teachers for all instruments. Approximately 80% of Eanes band students are enrolled in private lessons.private studio teachers for all instruments. Approximately 80% of Eanes band students are enrolled in private lessons.



THANK YOU CLASS OF 2019:

LUCCA CIDALE     
Trumpet

University of Southern California

WILLIAM DENBY
Trumpet

Texas State University

CHRISTOPHER LEE
Trombone

Northwestern University

ETHAN LORD
Tenor Saxophone
The University of Texas

ALEXANDER RYE
Trumpet

Texas A&M University

2019 TMEA Invited HS Jazz Ensemble Submission:

Counting to Infinity, Tim Davies

Big Dipper, Thad Jones

Whisper Not, Benny Golson

Such Sweet Thunder, Duke Ellington

Minuano 6/8, Pat Metheny, arr. John Mills

THE 2019-2020 WESTLAKE JAZZ ENSEMBLE



SPECIAL THANKS

The Westlake Jazz Ensemble Students

Chap Jazz Alumni

Tim Davies

Chris McQueen

Ben Roberts

The Westlake Band Directors
Kerry Taylor
Anna Saenz

Tyler Sammons

Westlake Orchestra
Andrew Potter

Jazz Clinician in Residence
Joe Morales

Eanes ISD Middle School Band Directors
Kristin Hames, HCMS
Charles Fischer, HCMS
Alanna Tate, WRMS

Taylor LaPrairie, WRMS

Westlake PAC Staff and Crew
David Poole

Jeffery Strange
Derek Taets

The amazing TEC students

The Westlake Band Parents

Eanes ISD Administration
Dr. Tom Leonard, Superintendent
Kerry Taylor, Fine Arts Director

Raleigh Taylor, Fine Arts Administrative Assistant

Westlake High School Administration
Steve Ramsey, Principal

Chad Burnett, Assistant Principal
Paul Cooley, Assistant Principal
Casey Ryan, Assistant Principal

Bryan Shippey, Assistant Principal
Lacey Victor, Assistant Principal

Eanes ISD School Board
Jennifer Champagne

John Havenstrite
Jason Paull

Ellen Balthazar
Christie Bybee

Heather Sheffield
James Spradley

Musical and Educational Mentors and Friends
Benjamin Alaniz
Jennifer Bergeron

David and Kelly Borland
James L. Byo

Griffin Campbell
Brian Casey
Lee Crochet
Craig Davis
Cheryl Floyd
Glenn Fugett
Julie McBride
Joe Morales
John Parsons
Reid Paxton

Mike and Becky Robertson
Drew and Anna Saenz

David Saad
Tyler Sammons

Brian Shaw
Kerry and Valerie Taylor

Amy Wacksman

Program Portraits
Photographers of Westllake

Recording - TMEA Submission
MusicSmithsAudio

Program
Jana Robertson, Design

Aus-Tex Printing and Mailing, Printing

THANK YOU TO OUR 
2019-2020 CHAP JAZZ SPONSORS

THE HUSSAIN FAMILY

THE LITTLE FAMILY

THE MUPPIDI FAMILY

THE LUKE FAMILY

THE WHITE FAMILY

#GOCHAPS




